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the number and diversity of ministries 
established at Welcome. In support of 
his younger members, Pastor Jones 
created both the Young Men Making a 
Difference Ministry for preteen and 
teenage boys, as well as the Teen Es-
teem Ministry for preteen and teenage 
girls. Pastor Jones has endeavored to 
create resources for the most vulner-
able members of the Welcome commu-
nity such as the T.I.P.—Tots, Infants, 
and Preschoolers—ministry, which 
looks after the congregation’s young-
est members, the Exodus Dependency 
Program, which assists those con-
tending with problems relating to sub-
stance abuse and HIV, and the Domes-
tic Violence Ministry. 

Pastor Jones has not limited his 
dedication to service to the members of 
Welcome Missionary Baptist Church 
but, rather, extended his unwavering 
faith and generosity to the broader 
Pontiac community. He has been fun-
damental in the positive growth seen 
throughout the city over the last 30 
years. He has served on committees, 
boards, and partnerships in support of 
the community, including the Pontiac 
Youth Assistance, the NAACP North 
Oakland Medical Center, and the Wood-
ward Dream Cruise, Inc., to name only 
a few. Seeing a lack of unity among 
those trying to create change, Pastor 
Jones founded the Greater Pontiac 
Community Coalition, a federation of 
over 190 Oakland County individuals, 
community groups, clergy, elected offi-
cials, and businesses that work to-
gether to encourage positive change on 
the individual, social, and institutional 
level through advocacy and community 
action. Pastor Jones has further been a 
driving force behind helping the stu-
dents of Pontiac achieve their goals of 
pursuing higher education. Under his 
guidance the Pontiac Promise Zone 
Scholarship Program was created, 
which has given many Pontiac stu-
dents the chance to obtain the finan-
cial aid necessary to pursue their 
dreams of higher education in the 
State of Michigan. 

Since his arrival in 1989, Pastor 
Jones has been a source of strength and 
good will for all those in the Pontiac 
community. He is often called upon to 
act as a consensus builder among 
groups and people of different perspec-
tives, preaching partnership and co-
operation in order to inspire success 
and transformation. He has worked 
tirelessly in pursuit of what he thinks 
is best for the community and has done 
so while spreading a message of moral-
ity and kindness. 

I have no doubt that the congrega-
tion at Welcome Missionary Baptist 
Church is proud to call Pastor Jones 
their leader and celebrate his many ac-
complishments over the last 30 years. I 
am grateful to Pastor Jones for his 
friendship and for his selflessness in 
serving the residents of Pontiac and 
surrounding area. I wish Pastor Jones, 
First Lady JoAnn, and their family 
continued happiness and success as 
they continue to work for the better-
ment of the community.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO NATHANIEL JONES 
∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
to honor the memory of one of our 
country’s great civil rights leaders and 
judges, the Honorable Nathaniel Jones, 
who passed away on January 26 at the 
age of 93. 

Judge Jones was a native of Youngs-
town in my home State of Ohio, a vet-
eran who served in the Air Force dur-
ing World War II, and a tireless advo-
cate for justice and equality. After his 
time in the military, he earned an un-
dergraduate degree and a JD from 
Youngstown State University. 

For much of the 1960s, Judge Jones 
was the assistant U.S. attorney for the 
Northern District of Ohio at the ap-
pointment of Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy. In 1969, he became the gen-
eral counsel for the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
People, NAACP, where he argued nu-
merous cases before the Supreme 
Court. 

In 1979 he moved to the Cincinnati 
area upon being appointed as an ap-
peals judge for the Sixth Circuit by 
President Carter, and he served admi-
rably in that role for decades. With all 
of his experience, and his reputation 
for integrity and problem-solving, 
Judge Jones was an active member of 
the Cincinnati community and widely 
respected in legal circles. As an exam-
ple, he was asked to deliver the inau-
gural Judge A. Leon Higginbotham 
Distinguished Memorial Lecture at 
Harvard Law School. 

His work also included helping to end 
the apartheid regime in South Africa, 
working to promote a free and inde-
pendent Namibia, participating in the 
U.S.-Egypt Judicial Exchange Pro-
gram, and advocating for human rights 
within the Soviet Union. Among his 
many accomplishments, he received 
the Distinguished Service Citation 
from the National Conference for Com-
munity Justice and the State Depart-
ment’s Millennium International Vol-
unteer Award. For all of his accom-
plishments, worked in the House of 
Representatives to write and pass leg-
islation to rename the U.S. courthouse 
in Youngstown after Judge Jones—the 
courthouse stands only a few miles 
down the road from where he was 
raised as a child. It now bears the name 
of this proud son of Youngstown. 

Back home in Cincinnati, Judge 
Jones was just as important a figure in 
the fight for a more equitable society, 
having taught law at the University of 
Cincinnati, among other schools. I was 
proud to work with him on launching 
the National Underground Railroad 
Museum, housed in my hometown of 
Cincinnati. It is there in large part be-
cause of the efforts of Judge Jones, 
who also served as a co-chair of the 
board of trustees for the museum. I was 
honored to work with him over the 
years to further its mission. Just last 
fall, the University of Cincinnati Col-
lege of Law renamed its Center for 
Race, Gender, and Social Justice in his 
honor. 

Judge Jones was a model public serv-
ant, working to better his community 

and his fellow man. I will remember 
him as a friend who brought people to-
gether to support racial healing, equal-
ity and to improve the community. His 
legacy of justice and equality before 
the law should inspire all of us to con-
tinue to seek positive change. 

Today, my thoughts are with his 
family—his sister, Allie Jean, his 
daughters Stephanie and Pamela, his 
sons Rick, William, and Marc, and the 
many others whose lives he touched.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING CARMELLA WOOD 
∑ Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a great Ne-
vadan, American, and member of the 
Greatest Generation, Carmella Wood, 
who passed away on January 26, 2020 at 
the age of 97 in Las Vegas, the city she 
called home in the Silver State since 
2003. 

Carmella, like many others of her 
generation, answered her country’s call 
during World War II, volunteering to 
serve in the fight against tyranny. 
When the U.S. Army would not take 
her because of her 4-foot 11-inch height, 
she joined the war effort, working in a 
factory on the east coast building Cor-
sair Bombers. Carmella’s dedication to 
serving her country is reflected in the 
fact that even though the factory she 
was assigned to was 20 miles from her 
home, she never missed a day, some-
times having to walk in the snow the 
rest of the way to work when the bus 
she rode on could not completely reach 
the factory. She and the women she 
worked with day in and day out kept 
our troops in the fight, and these 
women would eventually come to be 
collectively and affectionately known 
as Rosie the Riveters. Rosies like 
Carmella produced over 297,000 air-
planes, 102,000 tanks, 88,000 warships, 
and countless other pieces of wartime 
equipment which helped American and 
Allied troops defeat enemy forces both 
in the European and Pacific Theaters, 
winning the war and bringing an end to 
the terror Nazi Germany and Japan 
had inflicted upon countless countries. 

After the war Carmella, like many 
other Rosies and members of the 
‘‘greatest generation’’, returned to liv-
ing their lives. They married, had kids 
of their own, and worked outside the 
home. However, Carmella never forgot 
her time as a Rosie. Over 20 years ago, 
she started attending national Rosie 
the Riveter Association reunions and 
other events where she was able to 
share her experiences and teach cur-
rent generations about how these dedi-
cated women kept America fighting in 
the war so their sacrifices and work are 
not forgotten or overlooked. 

Mr. President, please join me in hon-
oring and remembering Carmella 
Wood, one of our legendary Rosie the 
Riveters of World War II, a true Ne-
vadan and American patriot who an-
swered her Nation’s call to service, 
someone who reflects the high ideals of 
this country. Her spirit, perseverance, 
and dedication are an inspiration to all 
Americans, and she will be truly 
missed.∑ 
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